
Lesson Name Parfleche making 
Topic: Students will learn what a parfleche is and that some Native tribes used these 

items 
Objectives: 
Essential 
Understandings 

Students will learn what a parfleche is 
Students will be able to follow the lesson and make their own parfleche to take 
home 

Internal/ 
External Assets 
addressed 

Internal 
Commitment to learning-learning a new skill outside of school 
Social competencies-respect for elders 
 
External  
Boundaries and Expectations-honoring elders and their teachings 

Standards or 
language 
proficiency 
descriptors: 

Productive language standards: Produce learned words and phrases about sewing 
and repeat throughout the creative process 
 
 

World 
readiness 
standards 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Words of the 
week 

Leather or hide 
Thread 
What word would your tribe use to describe something that carries items? 

STEPS to 
success 

• Students will listen carefully to elders for directions on how to make their 
parfleche 

Guiding 
Questions: 

What cultural significance does a parfleche have for Native cultures? How were 
items like this used? 

Signs of cultural 
growth/ 
Measurable 
student 
outcomes: 

Students will understand how certain items can carry much meaning for tribes.  
Students will make connections to their own tribal traditions. 

Traditional 
Knowledge or 
Teachings 

The impact of European contact had an impact on how traditional items were 
made, but tribes still held onto traditions and found a way to carry them forward 
even to this day. 

SEL connections 

  
 
-Learning about yourself, managing behavior, learning from elders and respecting 
their teachings 

 

 



Background: 

 

 

 

 


