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THANKSGIVING
A S  A

 
NATIVE 

AMERICAN 



Thanksgiving is a 
complicated “holiday” 

for Native people
Some Questions to ask yourself 

What do you know about the history of 
Thanksgiving? 

How do you honor the land that you are on 
and the original caretakers of that land? 

Do you recognize the contributions of Native 
people outside of Native American heritage 

month?



Thanksgiving 
Originating from 

Massacre? 
During the Pequot War, English 

Captain John Mason attacks a 
Pequot village in Connecticut, 

burning or massacring some 
500 Native American women, 

men and children.

On May 26, 1637 an army marched on 
the Pequot village at Mystic, 

slaughtering all but a handful of its 
inhabitants. 

On June 5, Captain Mason attacked 
another Pequot village and again the 
Native inhabitants were massacred. 

On July 28, a third attack and massacre 
occurred, and the Pequot War came to 
an end. Most of the surviving Pequot 

were sold into slavery.



Pass the Genocide, 
I mean Gravy

Thanksgiving celebrations 
that took place among 

European settlers often 
followed brutal victories 

over Native people, like 
the Pequot Massacre and 

the beheading of the 
Wampanoag leader, 

Metacom in 1676.



for the Wampanoag 
tribe, and other Native 

tribes, the 4th 
Thursday in November 
is considered a day of 
mourning, not a day of 

celebration. 
Although the 

Wampanoags did help 
the Pilgrims survive, 

their support was 
followed by years of 

slow, unfolding 
genocide of their 

people and stealing of 
their land.



The Truth is
How Native people approach thanksgiving can be very unique. 

Some Native People choose to participate in the  holiday. Giving 
thanks, coming together in ceremony and celebrating harvests 
are traditions our people have practiced since time immemorial 
and thus do not depend on a national Holiday. 

for other Native people, Thanksgiving is a reminder of the 
genocide of millions of Native people, the theft of Native 
lands, and the relentless assault on Native culture that 
continues today. Because of this it is not a day to be celebrated 
and is not recognized or is remembered as a day of mourning. 

Thanksgiving for native people is not a one size fits all 



Native American

Canada: First Nations
 

Indian is incorrect and a slang that 
only other Natives use among each 

other. 

Titles Matter



Residential 
Boarding 
Schools: 

Form of  Genocide Historical trauma from 
Educational systems

History matters

History Matters



That’s 136 years 
of  genocide by 

educational 
systemsFirst boarding school opened in 1860 

Last Boarding school closed in 1996 

Only 28 years ago. 

History Matters



Every Native Person that 
you know is either First, 

Second or Third generation 
survivor of  Indian 

Residential Boarding 
schools. 

Let that sink in 



My Great Grandmother 
Dorothy May Jefferson 
Joseph is a survivor of  

Residential Boarding Schools



Dorothy May Jefferson Joseph -  Paiute-Shoshone and Mono 



Blood Quantum
Why it is painful to ask a Native American 

“How Much” Native they are



Blood Quantum
How much “Native blood” a person has 
by tracing individual and group ancestry. 

The blood quantum policy was first 
implemented by the federal government 
within tribes to limit Native citizenship 
and Rights



Federally Recognized
American Indian or Alaska Native 
tribal entity that is recognized as 

having a government-to-
government relationship with the 

United States



Does any other Ethnicity 
or Race have to enroll to 

be a member of  their own 
Ethnicity or Race? 



574 Federally Recognized Tribes

14 State Recognized Tribes 

630 First Nations 

What does Federally Recognized Mean?

“If  you have met one Native person, you have 
met one Native Person” – Native Elder



Regalia (ri-ˈgāl-yə): Traditional 
and/or Ceremonial Clothing 

NOT a costume





MMIW+
Current Reality:



Washington State is the

 2nd 
highest state with the most 

Murdered & Missing 
Indigenous People’s cases



Homicide is a leading 
cause of  death for 

American 
Indians/Alaska Natives 

(AI/ANs)





What You Can Do
Educate yourself
Educate others

Wear Red on May 5th and Attend 
MMIP events to support

Use your privilege to lift-up others
Be in Community w/Native People



What MORE You Can Do
Confront and Combat your biases
Support others in doing the same 
Create spaces for marginalized 

groups to find support
If  it is wrong, say something, 

disrupt



ENAEP Website: 
www.enaep.org 

http://www.enaep.org/


aeshuN – Thank you
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